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ACCENTS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS

PLAY IT AGAIN...AND AGAIN...AND AGAIN!

Samples of different dialects are everywhere. And thanks to the voice memo
app that comes with your smartphone, you can capture soundbites of any
accent you may encounter anytime, anyplace, anywhere—even if you don'’t
have reception!

Once you find the audio sound bites you want to perfect, make them “a
thing.” Import them into an audio program. Some like Audacity are available
to download for free on a PC or Mac. You can paste the audio and create a
playback loop to hear the sound on repeat. Coaches often refer to this
snippet as a “springboard” or a “way in” to an accent.

SEVEN STEPS TO WORKING WITH YOUR SPRINGBOARD

1. Find an audio (or video) clip from a native speaker of your target dialect
around 5-10 seconds. For best results, pick someone with a similar vocal range
as you. YouTube or clips from local news are good sources.

2. Transcribe the clip word for word.
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3. Listen carefully to the clip (Repeat 10x).

NOTE: If it helps to import the clip into a digital audio software (e.g. Audacity,
Garage Band) or a media player (iTunes, Windows Media Player) to make
playback looping automatic, go for it!

4. Mark up your transcript to note the sound differences you hear when
comparing that speaker to your own speech, using any form of notation you
like (i.e. consonants, vowels, syllable stress, intonation).

5. Mimic the speaker quietly while the clip plays, as close as you can to
emulate the sound. You should hear the speaker's voice louder than yours, but
you should be audible and as synchronized as possible. (Repeat 10x)

6. Mimic again, but this time, match the speaker's volume. (Repeat 10x)

/7. Using only the text (and your notes), go solo! (Repeat until you're satisfied
with your mastery.)

FUN TIP: Try karaoke tracks!

BONUS TIP:

To take on a larger project, but avoid having to transcribe it all, find a famous
speech that has already been written and published on the Internet. Or use
music and the corresponding lyrics. Use the same method — but for Step 5, you
could go on YouTube and find a karaoke version of the song to practice. Rap
music will be better for copying intonation (since intonation and tone are
affected by a song’s melody).
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